UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY-AFRICAPRIVATE 

COURSE SYLLABUS

PSY 2105: SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY

CREDIT: 4 UNITS

LECTURER:  

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Interdisciplinary introduction to the social aspects of individual behaviour.  Particular emphasis on interactional analysis and development of the self as well as attitudes, motives, aggression, values, social perception, and interpersonal relationships.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
At the end of the course the student will be able to:-

· apply knowledge and skills about group process when dealing with groups.

· interact effectively as a member of a group.

· identify essential features of individual and group behaviour.

· understand the dynamics of group pressure and conformity.

· initiate and maintain healthy interpersonal relationships.

· contribute towards social cohesiveness in their own communities.

· describe the process of attitude development and change.

COURSE CONTENT
Week 1
Definition of Social Psychology

Week 2-3
Social psychology and Development of Personality

Week 4
Determinants of Social Behaviour:

a)  Social Motivation 

b)  Socialization

Week 5
Attitude and Attitude Change 

MID-QUARTER EXAMINATION

Week 6
Interpersonal Influence and Conformity

Week 7
Interpersonal Attraction: Liking and Loving Others

Week 8
Aggression: Hurting Others



Week 9
Group Development and Structure

a)  Group Processes 

b)  Collective Behavior

Week 10
Social Movements

Week 11

END OF TERM EXAMINATION

TEACHING METHODOLOGY
The teaching methodology in this class will include both lectures and discussions.  The lecturer will, besides lecturing, pose questions from time to time to facilitate discussion which will help clarify and elaborate points presented during the lectures.  Students are asked to feel free to ask questions, challenge some points when the need arises and express themselves fully and freely.  There is no reason whatsoever for a student to be afraid of expressing his true feelings and opinion on any issue.  Open and free expression of ideas and opinions will be highly appreciated by the teacher.

COURSE TEXT

Fieldman, Robert S. Social Psychology (New York:  McGraw Hill Book Co., 1994.)
Argyle, Michael,  The Social Psychology of Everyday Life (New York:  Routledge, 1992.)

COURSE EVALUATION
Mid-term examination ................ 30%

Final examination ....................... 30%

Term paper .................................. 40%.

