Experimental Study of Global Culture
( By Professor Dou Weilin )
Globalization is in essence about changing perception of space and time. Globalization predisposes cultural globalization and cultural globalization thus refers to the process of changes of global cultures. As a higher-level course in Intercultural Communication, this course is an experimental, task-based course designed to help overseas students to acquire a better understanding of this dynamic view of global cultures in China. The main concerns are not only the phenomenon of global village, which is the result of “medium is the message”, due to the “effect of technology”, but also the directions and models of changing cultures and their possible impact on intercultural communication and cultural identification. Through surveys and team projects with Chinese students, students are encouraged to provide potential answers to such questions as the following: 

Which directions is cultural globalization orientated towards? Is it oriented toward localization or globalization? Or unity within diversity in which globalization and localization, “us” and “others” are complementally co-present, interact and reciprocate? Is the “present being separated and isolated from the past and modernity from tradition? Or is the “present” embedded in the past and modernity in tradition so that the past and tradition provided the network of meanings that gives meaning to the “present” and modernity?
At its most basic level, it should prepare you to meet the challenges of contemporary society with intelligence, forethought, and responsible behavior by empowering you with the necessary knowledge and skills to interact successfully with people, cultures and societies that may seem strange or unfamiliar.
