
 

   

 

 
COURSE: Ecuadorian Culture & Society 
CREDITS:    3    
 
 
1. COURSE DESCRIPTION   

This course will introduce the student to the different historical issues that have formed our present 
days Ecuadorian Culture and Society. They will get into the Hispanic background so as to be able to 
understand how and why our idiosyncrasy has evolved into present day Ecuador. Religious, political and 
societal issues will be used to come up with a better understanding of modern Ecuador.  

In this class students will learn about Spain before it embarked on the discovery of the Americas, 
the Moorish influence in Spain and the feudal patterns of behavior in everyday life there. Students will read 
the first accounts of the aborigines´ life as described by the Conquistadors and learn about the basis of 
economic life in the early years of the Conquest. The course will refer to ethnical groups in Ecuador, 
migration and form of government in our country. Students will be exposed to the problems of social 
classes, women’ issues and environment issues. The course will finish with a general overview of 
Ecuador’s external debt and the dollarization process at the beginning of the 21st century. 
 
2. OBJECTIVES 
 
a. GENERAL: By the end of this course, students will be able to analyze and evaluate 
important issues forming modern Ecuadorian culture and society. 
 
b. SPECIFIC: Students will be able to 
 Explain the dynamics of Ecuadorian social classes,  
 Relate the importance of religion and its influence on people and governments. 
 Identify the historical bases for modern events 
 Describe the growth of democracy and capitalism in the Ecuadorian society  
 Analyze why events have occurred, both in colonial times and in modern times. 
 
 
3. CLASS SCHEDULE AND WORKLOAD BREAKDOWN 
 
MEETING COMPETENCIES 

CONTENT
 HOMEWORK  

    (22 HRS.) ASSESSMENT
  

 
 

Page numbers 
Hours 

allotted  
1  Introduction       
 
 
 
 

2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Catalogue the Spanish 

 
 
“The Hispanic Background” by 
Benjamin Keen  
  
Vist toParque Historico 
Discussion about the visit 

36 

 

to 43 

       2 Outline of reading 
 
 

3 

 
“Reappraisal of Ferdinand and 
Isabella's Policies” by 

44 
 

 51 
2 Outline of reading 
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policies in the Americas 
and interpret the 
consequences of the 
conquest 

Benjamin Keen 
 
Visit Parqque de lasIguanas 
Visit the Cathedral Church 
Discussion of visits  

 
 

4 

 
“The Economic Foundation of 
Colonial Life“ by Benjamin 
Keen 
 
 
Visit to the Mercado Artesanal 
Discussion of visit 

78 

 

to 85 

2 Outline of reading 
 

5 
 
 
 
Evaluate the principal 
institutions that 
influenced colonial 
culture 

 
The Colonial Economy by 
Benjamin Keen 
 
 
 
Visit to Cuenca 
Discussion of the visit to 
churches and museums  
Project/presentation about 
Cuenca  

85 

 
 
 
 
 
to 

 
95 2 

 
 
 

 
 presentation 

 
        6 
 
 
 
       
        7 
 
 
        8 

 
State, Church and Society by 
Benjamin Keen  
   
 
The Rought Guide to Ecuador 
by Melissa Graham/ Quito 
 
Visit to Quito 
Discussion about Quito 
Project /presentation about 
Quito 
 

 
96 
 
 
 
 
1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
to 
 
 
 
 
to  

108 
 
 
 
 
172 
 
 
 
 
 

       4 presentation 
          9              The Rought guide to 

Ecuador by Melissa 
Graham/ Art

381 
 

to 418 
2 

 
       10 

 
Ecuador: The Politics of 
Instability by George I. 
Blanksten 

301 

 
to 

 
310 

Outline of reading 
        11  

 
 
Evaluate the political 
developments of the 
second half of the 
twentieth century in 
Ecuador 
 
 
 

 
Ecuador: The Politics of 
Instability by George I. 
Blanksten 
                                                 

310 

 

to 320 

2 
Outline of reading 
 

      12 Crisis and Dollarrization in 
Ecuador: Stability, growth and 
social equity  by Paul 
Beckerman, Andres Slimano 
 

1 

 

to 30 

          2  Outline of reading 
                          

 
13 

 
 
 
 
 

14 
 

 
 
                  

 
Electoral Deception in          
Ecuador/ pluricultural 
resistance and state 
reconstruction 2000-2009 
 
 
 
 
FINAL EXAM 
                           

547 

 

to 549 

 
 
 
2 
 
 
 
 

      
       4 
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Two overnight field trips are included:  
 
Quito: 2 nights 3days on the second week of the program. 
 
Cuenca: 1 night, 2 days on the third week of the program. 
 
4. ASSESSMENT 
Final Paper:   50%    
Oral Presentations  20%           
Outlines     20%   
Class Participation:  10% 
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E-government in Ecuador: Plans, Problems, and Solutions Paperback, by Gabriella 
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