Critical Approaches to Literature – SEMESTER ONE
This unit introduces students to the conceptual frameworks and methodological vocabularies of literary analysis. It builds on students’ experiences of reading and analysing literary texts and expands students’ critical vocabulary. Some of the issues we will discuss will revolve around such questions as: 

· Does literature refer to or correspond to something outside texts?

· What mental processes, whether the writer’s or the reader’s, contribute to the production and interpretation of literary texts?

· To what extent are texts ‘autonomous’? What are the formal and structural properties of texts?

· How do social, economic , geographical and historical processes condition the production of literary texts? 

CORE READING

  Castle, Gregory 2007.

The Blackwell Guide to Literary Theory 

Stoker, Bram
Dracula
Forster, E. M. 
A Passage to India

Bronte, Charlotte
Jane Eyre
Perkins Gilman, Charlotte
The Yellow Wallpaper
Faulkner, William
A Rose for Emily (to be handed out in class)
2010/2011, Semester 1 – Outline of Teaching Programme
	
	Bram Stoker, Dracula (1897) 

	Week 1
	The Rise of “English”

extracts from Walter Pater, “Preface” to The Renaissance; Matthew Arnold, “Sweetness and Light” and F. R. Leavis, The Great Tradition

	Week 2
	Structuralism: Signs and Signification

Ferdinand de Saussure, from A Course in General Linguistics 

	Week 3
	Psychoanalysis: Freud

Sigmund Freud, extracts from The Interpretation of Dreams and “The Uncanny”

	
	 

	
	Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre (1847)

	Week 4
	Feminist Criticism: Victorian Femininities
Sandra Gilbert and Susan Gubar, from The Madwoman in the Attic 

	Week 5
	Marxist Criticism: Ideology

Karl Marx, from The German Ideology and “Wage Labour and Capital”

	Week 6
	Feminism and Postcolonialism

Gayatri Spivak, “Three Women’s Texts and a Critique of Imperialism”

	
	

	
	Charlotte Perkins Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper” (1890)

	Week 7
	Psychoanalysis: Lacan

Jacques Lacan, “The Mirror Stage”

	
	

	
	William Faulkner, “A Rose for Emily” (1930)

	Week 8
	Feminist Psychoanalysis: Rebutting Freud

Luce Irigaray, from Speculum of the Other Woman (+ possibly Bachelard, The Poetics of Space – gender, identity, space as an overall topic)

	
	

	
	E.M. Forster, A Passage to India (1924)

	Week 9
	Postcolonialism: Liberal Anxieties and Hegemonic Geographies

Edward Said, extracts from Orientalism and Culture and Imperialism

	Week 10
	Nation and White Womanhood

Jenny Sharpe, extracts from “The Unspeakable Limits of Civility: A Passage to India” OR Anne McClintock, extracts from Imperial Leather

	Week 11
	Gender and the Body: Normativity, Performance and Dissident Homosexualities

Judith Butler, extracts from Gender Trouble

	
	

	
	Screening of A Passage to India (dir. David Lean, 1984)

	Week 12
	Myth and Ideology

Roland Barthes, extracts from Mythologies [e.g. “The Romans in Films”] and Louis Althusser, “Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses” OR Michel Foucault, “The Subject and Power” OR Jameson, from The Political Unconscious?


Core primary reading:
Bram Stoker, Dracula (1897)

Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre (1847)

Charlotte Perkins Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper” (1890)  
William Faulkner, “A Rose for Emily” (1930) 
E.M. Forster, A Passage to India (1924)

Introductory sources on critical theory:
Castle, Gregory 2007. The Blackwell Guide to Literary Theory, Oxford: Blackwell [not at P. library]

Barry, Peter 1995. Beginning Theory: An Introduction to Literary and Cultural Theory, Manchester UP
Bertens, Hans 2001. Literary Theory: The Basics, London and New York: Routledge

Eagleton, Terry 2008. Literary Theory: An Introduction, Oxford: Blackwell

Felman, Shoshana 1982. Literature and Psychoanalysis: The Question of Reading Otherwise, John Hopkins UP

Glover, David and Cora Kaplan 2008. Genders, London: Routlegde, 2nd ed.

Lynn, Steven 1997. Texts and Contexts: Writing About Literature with Critical Theory, London: Longman

Rivkin, Julie and Michael Ryan (eds.) 2004. Literary Theory: An Anthology, Oxford: Blackwell

Waugh, Patricia (ed.) 2006. Literary Theory and Criticism: An Oxford Guide, Oxford UP

Secondary reading on the fictional texts:
General Sources

Gilbert, Sandra M. and Susan Gubar 1984. The Madwoman in the Attic: The Woman Writer and the Nineteenth-Century Literary Imagination, New Haven and London: Yale UP

Ledger, Sally 1997. The New Woman: Fiction and Feminism at the Fin de Siècle, Manchester UP

Regan, Stephen (ed.) 2007. The Nineteenth-Century Novel: A Critical Reader, London and NY: Routledge (includes essays on Jane Eyre and Dracula)

Punter, David (ed.) 2001. A Companion to the Gothic, Oxford: Blackwell

Showalter, Elaine 1992. Sexual Anarchy: Gender and Culture at the Fin de Siècle, London: Virago

Suleri, Sara 1992. The Rhetoric of English India, U of Chicago P

Jane Eyre 

Carens, Timothy L. 2005. Outlandish English Subjects in the Victorian Domestic Novel, Basingstoke and NY: Palgrave Macmillan

da Souza Correa, Delia 2000. The Nineteenth-Century Novel: Realisms, London: Routledge (two essays on Jane Eyre)

Eagleton, Terry 1975. Myths of Power: A Marxist Study of the Brontës, London: Macmillan [new edition 2005]
Kaplan, Carla 1996. The Erotics of Talk: Women’s Writing and Feminist Paradigms, Oxford UP (readings of Jane Eyre and “The Yellow Wallpaper”)
King, Jeanette 1986. Jane Eyre, Milton Keynes: Open UP

Michie, Elsie B. 2006. Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre: A Casebook, Oxford UP

Mitchell, Marea and Dianne Osland 2005. Representing Women and Female Desire from Arcadia to Jane Eyre, Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan
Newman, Beth 2004. Subjects on Display: Psychoanalysis, Social Expectation and Victorian Femininity, Athens: Ohio UP (not at P. library)
Dracula

Jackson, Rosemary 1988. Fantasy: The Literature of Subversion, London: Routledge

Prescott, Charles E. and Grace A. Giorgio 2005. “Vampiric Affinities: Mina Harker and the Paradox of Femininity in Bram Stoker’s Dracula”, Victorian Literature and Culture 33: 487-515

Punter, David 1980. The Literature of Terror: A History of Gothic Fictions from 1765 to the Present Day, NY: Longman

Richards, Leah 2009. “Mass Production and the Spread of Information in Dracula: ‘Proofs of So Wild a Story’”, English Literature in Transition 52(4): 440-457

Smith, Andrew and William Hughes (eds.) 2003. Empire and the Gothic: The Politics of Genre, NY: Palgrave Macmillan

Walder, Dennis (ed.) 2001. The Nineteenth-Century Novel: Identities, London: Routledge (includes essays on Dracula)
A Passage to India
Childs, Peter (ed.) 2002. E.M. Forster’s A Passage to India: A Sourcebook, London: Routledge
Friedman, Susan Stanford 2005. “Paranoia, Pollution, and Sexuality: Affiliations between E.M. Forster’s A Passage to India and Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things” in Doyle, Laura and Laura Winkiel (eds.) Geomodernisms: Race, Modernism, Modernity, Bloomington: Indiana UP
Moore-Gilbert, Bart (ed.) 1996. Writing India 1757-1990: The Literature of British India, Manchester UP

Parry, Benita 1998. “Materiality and Mystification in A Passage to India”, Novel 31(2): 174- 194
Sharpe, Jenny 1993. Allegories of Empire: The Figure of Woman in the Colonial Text, Minneapolis: U of Minnesota P 

“The Yellow Wallpaper”

Davison, Carol Margaret 2004. “Haunted House/Haunted Heroine: Female Gothic Closets in ‘The Yellow Wallpaper’”, Women’s Studies 33: 47-75

Golden, Catherine J. 2004. Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s “The Yellow Wallpaper”: A Sourcebook and Critical Edition, NY: Routledge 
Hume, Beverley A. 1991. “Gilman’s ‘Interminable Grotesque’: The Narrative of ‘The Yellow Wallpaper’”, Studies in Short Fiction 28(4): 477-82

Johnson, Greg. “Gilman’s Gothic Allegory: Rage and Redemption in ‘The Yellow Wallpaper’” Studies in Short Fiction 26 (4): 521–30.

Kahane, Claire 1985. “The Gothic Mirror”, in Shirley Nelson Garner, Claire Kahane and Madelon Sprengnether (eds) The (M)other Tongue: Essays in Feminist Psychoanalytic Interpretation, Ithaca and London: Cornell UP, 334–351.
King, Jeanette and Pam Morris 1989. “On Not Reading between the Lines: Models of Reading in ‘The Yellow Wallpaper’” Studies in Short Fiction 26(1): 23-32
Suess, Barbara A. 2003. “‘The Writing’s on the Wall’: Symbolic Orders in ‘The Yellow Wallpaper’”, Women’s Studies 32: 79-97
“A Rose for Emily”
Curry, Renee R. 1994. “Gender and Authorial Limitation in Faulkner's 'A Rose for Emily’”, The Mississippi Quarterly 47(3) [electronic resource: Academic OneFile. 2 June 2010]
Jones, Anne Goodwyn 1994. “Faulkner and Southern Womanhood”, The Mississippi Quarterly 47(3) [electronic resource: Academic OneFile. 2 June 2010]

Klein, Thomas 2007. “The Ghostly Voice of Gossip in Faulkner’s ‘A Rose for Emily’”, Explicator 65(4): 229-32. 

Singal, Daniel J. 1997. William Faulkner: The Making of a Modernist, Chapel Hill: U of North Carolina P

Weinstein, Philip M. 1995. The Cambridge Companion to William Faulkner, CUP

