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1. Course description

The concept of humans having rights is so central to world politics that it is almost impossible to 
understand contemporary political discourse without it. International conventions, both global and 

regional, refer to a large number of human rights. Governments justify their legitimacy, and 

sometimes their use of force, \vi.th the idea of upholding human rights. Many non-governmental 

organizations make their raison d'etre to observe human rights practices, and the media makes constant 

references to human rights policies. 

Consequently, tl1e kno,vledge of the tl1eo1y and practice of human rights is essential in order to make 

sense of contemporary international politics and contested social issues. By approaching these issues, 

and tl1e related theories, from a multicultural perspective, human rights deepen tl1e awareness of 

shared humanity and social responsibility, while upholding the idea of tl1e uniqueness of each culture. 

However, a systematic study of human rights cannot limit itself to political and social issues, for the 

idea of human rights also has historical, cultural, etlucal and religious dimensions. Understanding 

these dimensions is essential to evaluating the arguments put forward in the name of human rights 

today. 

1.1 Prerequisites 

This course is designed for seniors. Students taking tlus course should have successfully completed 

IRL 2000 - Foundations of International Relations.

2. Link to university mission outcomes and program learning outcomes

The aims of tl1e I11trod11dio11 to H11ma11 Rights course are to: 



































University of Denver Links for Human Rights: 

http://www.du.edu/humanrights/advocacycenter/links.htm 

University of Iowa Center for Human Rights: http://www.uiowa.edu/ ~uichr/resource/index.shtml 

University of Minnesota Human Rights Library: http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/ 

Oneworld.N et: http://www.oneworld.net 

BBC World Service 'I have a right to': 

http://,vww.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/people/features/Ihavearightto/index.shtml 

Some human rights organizations 

Amnesty International: http://www.amnesty.org/ 

Council of Europe: http://www.coe.int./ 

European Court of Human Rights: http://www.dhcour.coe.fr/ 

Human Rights Watch: http://www.hrw.org/ 

Inter-American Court of Human Rights: http://corteidh-oea.nu.or.cr/ci/HOME ING.HTM 

Organisation of African Unity: http://www.oau-oua.org/ 

Organization of American States: http://www.oas.org/ 

United Nations: http://www.un.org 

8. Course Evaluation

The evaluation method will be as follows: 
■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

Attendance and/ or participation 

Term Paper 

Mid-semester Exam 

Final Exam 

Total 

10% 

30% 

30% 

30% 

100% 

Examination 

There will be two examinations; the mid-semester and final exam. Each examination consists of a 

paper, where students must elaborate on a number of issues and problems relevant to the course. 

These two examinations form 60% of the overall assessment. Besides, students are required to 

undertake research on a theme within the various sub-topics on Contemporary Human Rights 

Issues. This research will lead to term paper or commentary of a minimum 2000 and a maximum of 

4000 words which must be handed over to the lecturer. 

The term paper will be assessed against three assessment criteria: 

Knowledge and Understanding 

Interpretation and Application 

Evaluation and Analysis 

Total 

10 marks 

10 marks 

10 marks 

30 marks 

Contemporary Human Rights Issues 
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