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COURSE PURPOSE 
PSY 2181 focuses on the critical examination of the physiological effects of drugs. The 
cause includes how drugs are metabolized, their effects on the central nervous system and 
behaviour as well as the addiction process. 

ALIGNMENT TO PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES {PLO} 
This course provides knowledge and skills that meet requirements for PLO 1, 3, 4, and 8: 
"articulate the major concepts theoretical perspective, empirical findings and historical 
trends in psychology" 
"Apply critical and creative thinking, inquiry and scientific approach to problems related 
to behaviour and mental process" 
"Employ psychological principles in personal social and organizational issues" 
"Recognize, understand and respect the complexity of social-cultural and global 
diversity" 

CORSE OBJECTIVES 
At the end of this course the students should be able to: 

1. Describe the functional neuro-anatomy of the brain
2. Describe the neuro-physiological functions of the CNS
3. Understand the basic principles of Drug Action
4. Critically evaluate their relevant theories and approaches to pharmacotherapy
5. Apply basic psychopharmacological principles to reducing potential risks health

arising from addiction behaviour.
Schedule 

Topic 
Week 1 Overview of neuro(bio )psycho-physiological functions of the CNS and 

classification of psycho-active drugs 
General prescribing principles-language of basic pharmacology 

Week2 Neurochemistry and abnormal behaviour 
Neurophysiology and abnormal behaviour 

Week3 Pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics 
Assessment 1 

Week4 Adverse psycho-active drug reactions 






