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	USIL INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR STUDY AND RESEARCH

	Course: Contemporary Society and Culture of Peru

	Professor:  Alberto Chara Azurin

	Contact hours: 48

	Credits: 3

	Recommended level: junior or senior

	COURSE SUMMARY

	This course allows students to explore and understand Peruvian society today as the result of a series of historical, anthropological and sociological processes and transformations. This exciting journey through Peru’s past and present begins with the historical background (pre-Inca and Inca cultures, European colonization and independence), providing a pathway to a better understanding of current Peruvian politics and the nation’s economy, spirituality, social conflicts and environmental challenges. A wide range of field trips, ranging from government institutions to informal markets, will introduce participants to different aspects of daily life in Cusco.

	
	TOPIC / LEARNING ACTIVITY / ASSESSMENT ACTIVITY
	HOURS

	1
	Introduction to contemporary Peruvian society.
	2

	2
	Brief overview of pre-Inca history.
	2

	3
	Brief overview of Inca history.
	2

	4
	Brief overview colonial and republican era history.
	2

	5
	Understanding history through Peruvian cultures.
	2

	6
	Field trip to the Regional History Museum.
	2

	7
	Field trip to a local market.
	2

	8
	Field trip to La Merced Convent.
	2

	9
	Construction of the Peruvian nation.
	2

	10
	Main problems and challenges.
	2

	11
	Identifying the nation’s principal ideologies, expressions and symbols.
	2

	12
	Field trip to a local municipal governmental office.
	2

	13
	Review for the mid-term exam.
	2

	14
	Mid-term exam.
	1

	15
	Identification and analysis of the impacts of current social challenges in contemporary Peruvian society.
	2

	16
	Field trip to a local place of worship.
	2

	17
	Identification and analysis of economic challenges and their impact upon contemporary Peruvian society.
	2

	18
	Field trip to an informal market.
	2

	19
	Field trip to local rural native community.
	2

	20
	Identification and analysis of the impact of current political challenges upon contemporary Peruvian society.
	2

	21
	Field trip to the office of the APRA political party.
	2

	22
	Field trip to a regional government office.
	2

	23
	Presentation of final paper. 
	2

	24
	Review for the final exam.
	2

	25
	Final exam.
	1
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