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	COURSE SUMMARY

	This course focuses on the main governmental, private and independent non-profit institutions within Peruvian society. Its content addresses the structure and function of social, political and economic organizations at all governmental levels. Students will gain a deeper understanding through field trips in the city and throughout the Cusco region, during which they will be able to compare local institutional frameworks with those of their home country.

	
	TOPIC / LEARNING ACTIVITY / ASSESSMENT ACTIVITY
	HOURS

	1. 
	Introduction to Peruvian society.
	2

	2. 
	Understanding Peruvian society. The Peruvian state.
	2

	3. 
	Central or federal government.
	2

	4. 
	Field trip to a local market.
	2

	5. 
	Field trip to the Quechua Language Interpretation Center.
	2

	6. 
	Religions in Peru. The Catholic Church, Evangelical churches, other religions.
	2

	7. 
	Field trip to the Cusco Center for Traditional Textiles.
	2

	8. 
	Peru: Social organization.
	2

	9. 
	Field trip to Cusco’s Municipal Offices.
	2

	10. 
	Field trip to the fire station.            
	2

	11. 
	The political party system in Peru. The most influential parties in the history of the Peruvian republic.
	2

	12. 
	Peruvian linguistics. Dialects. Speech. The Peruvian literary process. Best-known authors.
	2

	13. 
	Mid-term exam.
	2

	14. 
	Peru: Economic organization.
	2

	15. 
	Analysis of Peru’s economic structure.
	2

	16. 
	Field trip to the Arariwa financial organization.
	2

	17. 
	Field trip to an informal market.
	2

	18. 
	Peru’s taxation system: Superintendencia Nacional de Administración Tributaria (SUNAT).
	2

	19. 
	Main economic activities in Peru: mining, fishing, agricultural exports, natural gas, tourism.
	2

	20. 
	Peru: Political organization.
	2

	21. 
	Analysis of Peru’s political structure. 
	2

	22. 
	Peru’s economic growth. Entrepreneurship. Economic growth vs. human development. Social entrepreneurship.
	2

	23. 
	Field trip to the APRA political party office and a regional political party office.
	3

	24. 
	Final exam.
	1
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