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SYLLABUS:  POL/ECO/COM 355 
Politics, Economics & Media in the Russian Elections
Overview:

An intensive four-week course detailing the social forces shaping Russia's political scene and how politics may impacts Russian society after the elections of 2011 and 2012. What issues resonate with Russian voters? Who are Russia's major political parties and what are their stances on these issues? How does Russia's government work and what impact does it have on Russia's economy? What is the role of the media in Russian society and Russian politics? How will the results of the latest Duma and Presidential elections likely affect Russian politics, society, and the economy?

By combining lectures and readings, an intensive schedule of professional and cultural site visits, and discussions with local Russians, this seminar seeks to give students a wider, fuller, first-hand perspective on Russia to help prepare them for future careers in government, business, or academia.<br>

Topics:
Week 1 – The Russian Political Scene

· History of Russian Politics post-fall, Communist legacy

· Yeltsin, the Communists, the Nationalists

· Rise of Putin

· Other scenarios for what might have been

· Major Parties: United Russia, Communists, LDPR, SpravRos,

· Current Platforms and Leadership of Major Parties 

· Nationalism and Socialism in Russian Politics 

· Introduction to the Russian Voter

· What's hot

· Motorist's Rights

· Inspections, GAI corruption, gas prices, import tariffs, migalki, roads, "probki"

· Pensioner's Rights

· Social Security in Russia, monetization protests, Communist support

· Property Rights

· Dachas (e.g. Rechnik), "raiders," apartment swindles, etc. 

· Other recurring issues

· Food prices, health care, student benefits, immigration, infrastructure, corruption, environmental issues.  

· Relationship with Communist past

· Many nostalgic, some despise, others apologists… 

· What's not (comparison to American voter)

· Abortion, school vouchers, cutting spending, sex scandals… 

· The "acceptance" of corruption in Russian society

· The Role of the Opposition

· Yabloko, Patriots, Project 31, Party of People's Freedom, National Bolsheviks, Khimki Forrest Movement

· Current platforms and leadership of major parties and movements 

· Support and prospects for the opposition

Week I Tentative Excursions: 

· Walking Tour (Russian historical development – how politics, geography, and other historical conditions have shaped modern Moscow and Russia) 

· Taganskaya Bunker and Muzeon ("Soviet Chic" and Cold War, Communist heritage visible in Moscow, initial reaction against communist symbols and current apathy)

· Invited Speakers from Yabloko, Party of People's Freedom (new Nemtsov vehicle), SpravRos, 

Week I Reading: http://www.sras.org/library_russian_politics and selected articles

Week I Essay options (write 2-3 pages on one): 1) How does the Russian political scene differ from America's? 2) If you had to vote for one of Russia's parties, who would you vote for and why? 3) Germany has banned Nazi symbols, Russia still embraces communist symbols – name and explain three reasons why Russia continues to embrace communist symbols and ideology. 

Week II – Economic and Political Infrastructure in Russia

· Political Infrastructure in Russia (legislative, constitutional background)

· Role of the Duma, Federation Council, Public Chamber

· Role of the President and Prime Minister

· Changes under Putin 

· The Party List voting system

· How to be nominated president of the Russian Federation: Step-by-Step

· How governors are appointed (arguments for/against)

· Movement to appoint mayors

· Briefly on Courts in Russia

· Lack of precedence, jury system debated, independence debated

· The Government's Role in the Russian Economy 

· State Investment in / Ownership of Big Business

· E.g. Gazprom, Lukoil, Transneft, RusNano

· How does this affect competition? 

· How does this affect the influence of business in government

· Transport in Russia

· RZhD (Monopoly, state-controlled) 

· Roads (State-ordered, contractor-built; PPP)

· Expense, controversy (4th ring road, khimki project) 

· Airports (Most state-controlled)

· Ports and customs in Russia (at capacity) 

· How does infrastructure affect the cost of goods – and thus the political environment? 

· Other 

· Corruption and perception abroad (Khoderkovsky, BP)

· How this affects consumer prices

· Regulation and bureaucracy 

· How this affects consumer prices

Week II Tentative Excursions: 

· Duma, Federation Council, and/or Public Chamber 

· Kremlin 

· Russian Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs, OPERA, and/or AmCham?  

Week II Reading: http://www.sras.org/library_resource_export_russia, http://www.sras.org/the_medvedev_economy, http://www.sras.org/library_russian_business and selected articles

Week II Essay options (write 2-3 pages on one): 1) Compare and contrast the party list voting system with America's common single-mandate districts. What are advantages and disadvantages of each? 2) Do you believe that having the gov't own or control big business is preferable to big business lobbying gov't and contributing to campaigns? Why or why not?

Week III – The Media, Polling, and Campaigns in Russia

· History of Russian Media

· A look at the role of the media in Russia's revolution, media during wars, during perestroika, etc. 
· Rise of the Internet in Russia – will this change the media landscape? 

· Major publications and broadcasting corporations

· Where do Russians get their news from? 

· Ownership of the major stations – state owned or indirectly controlled

· Ownership of major papers – some state owned/controlled, some independent; Changing structures (Izvestia) 

· History of the media in Russia (esp post-fall media; NTV and RenTv esp.) 

· Do Russians trust the media? 

· Journalism in Modern Russia

· Independent??

· Safety of Journalists; Respect for Journalists.

· Journalism programs and young journalists – what's next for Russian journalism? 

· Polling in Russia

· Major polling companies in Russia (state owned/controlled; independent) 

· How is polling conducted in Russia as compared to America

· Politician popularity ratings and what they mean

· How state stats compare with independent – how polling compares with election results. 

· Do Russians trust polling?

· Campaigns in Russia

· Russian campaign financing

· Legislation and regulations

· "Use of administrative resources" 

· Media connections, money from office

· "United Election Days" and movements by the gov't to keep elections short – arguments for/against

· Russian PR

· Media's role in elections

· Role of public debates in Russian campaigns

Week III Tentative Excursions: 

· The Moscow Times / Vedomosti, Nezavisimaya Gazeta, and/or Kommersant 
· Russian Union of Journalists 

· Romir, VTsOM, and/or Argus
· Central Election Commission
· Committee to Protect Journalists, SOVA, and/or Freedom House  

Week III Reading: http://www.sras.org/library_print_journalism and selected articles

Week III Essay Options (write 2-3 pages on one): 1) Given what we've discussed of Russia's media in the 90s and Russia's media now, and what you know of the media in America, what do you think is preferable: state control of the media or corporate? 2) Russian campaigns tend to be very short – America's tends to be very long. What are the advantages/disadvantages to both? 

Week IV – 2011, 2012, and Beyond

· Major changes to the Duma and Federation Council

· What does this mean at home and abroad?

· Changes to the Presidency, Premiership, and other top levels of gov't

· What does this mean at home and abroad?

· Run up to the elections – major maneuvering up to the elections

· PravoDelo, SpravRus

· Winners/losers

· What were other scenarios for the outcomes of the elections? 

· Medvedev's Reforms – results and will they last?

· Were the elections fair?   

· What do the changes mean for business and foreign investment

· Russian foreign commitments and problems, what will the results mean abroad? 

Week IV Tentative Excursions: 

· Center for Political Technologies 
· Carnegie Center, Gorbachev Foundation
· GOLOS 

· Meeting with Reporters to Discuss Outcomes? 
· Georgian Dinner – discuss "near abroad" relations, frozen conflicts, etc.
Week IV Reading: selected articles

Week IV Essay Options (write 2-3 pages on one): 1) UR stalled on naming a candidate for a very long time. So did the Republican party in America. Compare and contrast what you believe are the reasons for this and the outcomes from it. ……


