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COURSE SYNOPSIS:

This course examines how culture and society are organized and impacted by issues of health.
Discussions center around health care demands within a global environment and topics include
the definition of disease, human trafficking, and disaster prevention and management. Students
will explore medical diplomacy as a form of international relations in which medical and health
care assets and resources are used to encourage positive relations between nations and/or
exchange specific benefits between nations.

REQUIREMENTS:

Students should have at least one year of college level biology, human anthropology, or public
health. All students will be expected to attend class regularly and to keep up with assigned
reading. Students will be graded based on: a student presentation on a cross-cultural dilemma in
the area of medical diplomacy, anthropology, or public health, a final paper that the student writes
based on the presentation and the comments emerging from his or her presentation, and student
participation in the class. The paper will be due by Sept 1, 2011. Selected papers will be
considered for publication in the Columbia University Journal of Bioethics.

Introduction to Cross-cultural Bioethics

Overview Medical Anthropology, Cultural history of Thailand

Definitions of health, disease, illness; Educating the medically uneducated

Buddhism and role of Physician; Medical Decision-making in Thailand

Body and Meaning from a religious/cultural perspective and Patient-Practitioner- Impact of AlDs
Overview of Medical Diplomacy

Disaster, non-disaster relief/Global Healthcare Inequalities

Trafficking Human Beings/Sex Workers

Trafficking of Human Organs

. Conflicts Between Science and Religion

. Evolution

. Medical Sustainability/Genetics of species/Identification of homo sapians
. Genetics of Ethnicity and Gender-Cloning the Neanderthal Man
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Tentative Faculty
Various lectures in Medical Diplomacy and Anthropology will be given by the following faculty in
Thailand (participating faculty in India will be available at a later date):

Dr. Orawan Quansri, Director, Assistant, ASEAN Institute for Health Develolpment

Dr. Nate Hongkailert, ASEAN Institute for Health Develolpment

Dr. Lerpong Wongsuthichoti, ASEAN Institute for Health Develolpment

Dr. Pinitr Ratanakul, Director of Religious Studies, Mahidol University

Dr. Chulathida Chomchai, Associate Professor of Pediatrics, Mahidol University International
College.

Faculty from the Ministry of Health, Thailand

Chantawipa Apisuk, Empower Foundation, Thailand

Dr. Jeramy Simons, Columbia University’s Center for Bioethics

Dr. Nathan Katz, Professor of Religious Studies at Florida International University in Miami.
Dr. Jennifer Miller, Director of Bioethics International (BEI), Jennifer Miller is a leading expert
disaster preparedness and resource allocation ethics.

Off-Site Visits
The following visits will be organized in Thailand (visits in India will be to similar organizations and
scheduled at a later date).

AIDS Hospice- Wat Pra Baht Nam Phu- Ayutthaya

Empower Foundation- NGO for Sex Workers

Ministry of Health- Emerging Infections

Ministry of Health- Diaster Management. Lessons from Tsunamis
Organ Transplantation in Medical Tourism Hospitals



